Abstract Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) are being used presently as medium term alternatives for environmentally damaging chlorofluorocarbon refrigerants (CFCs). F{owever, higher global r.varming potentiais (GWP) 
Introduction
By the end of the 20th centaury halogenated refrigerants have proved the undesirable implications they have on the environment. A more sensible approach to selection of environmentally benign alternative refrigerants would be to consider fluids that occur in nature. Historically, hydrocarbons (HCs) were among the first natural refrigerants to be used. Yet, their flammability associated safety issues paved the way for more inert haiogenated fluids including chlorofluorocarbons (CFCc) t1]. However, r.vith 
